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How do you do your research?

When 1 began writing historical fiction a dozen years ago, aside
from material collected on several trips to England and Ireland,
and a handful of purchased books, the major source of my research
was the public library system. In most of the libraries at that ume
they still had “card catalogs'' I'd have to stand poring over small,
typed-out cards, trying to guess at the best way to cross-reference a
historical figure, place, or event, then search through the stacks for
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£ Front Cover - what sounded like just the perfect book, many times to discover
5 Cepyright that it was checked out or stolen. S
£ Excerpt I was always lucky enough to find a couple of books that be-

Back Cover came my “bibles,” like Marie Louis Bruce’s Anne Boleyn. | was able

to check it out for three weeks and renew it for another three, but -
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On the last three books ['ve written, I've used the Internet more

and more extensively for research. In order to get a feel for locations

I've never visited, | can call up dozens of photographs and descrip-
tions. | can cross-reference subjects and characters using popular
as well as scholarly links. For Mademoiselle Boleyn 1 found some
wonderful sites on Charles, the Holy Roman Emperor; Margaret
of Burgundy; and Marguerite, the Duchess of Alengon—much of
which I could not find in any book. While I was able to order from
online bookstores several volumes on sixteenth-century playing
cards, the Web provided invaluable material about the rules of spe-
cific card games of the period, and even the language used while
playing them.

All in all, the modern world 1s a much happier place for me to

. nil

be doing historical research.
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www.accuracast.com/ . /seo-
analysis/




4 % 67
& &
&
A * A
* A
& B
4 4
* I & # & &
(
%69 &
&

#




$%"










# 0 1'!

4 % 6?7 '

& &




3!




%




# 0 1'!
A * A
* A ,
& B
CcC C C

(71&+ &+ &+




"




(412 1"

/!

& 16




2
)++7

(#




# 1

| )++8

69:;







# *
&
% 9 9
2 1
*
< & &




<

[& &
( 2 34 # ! 5464
14 1 7
81l "9
DoH% ! #H )%. 5464-
9* ;< = 81 19

&1 ;







% 1 " (3

14
-
& (
2 x
H
: (
& (

3 695 & &'




66




(6




0 "-%




%

%

%

%




41 "1




%69 &

(#
% % %
: %
! * * $
* 8 ! +




1" 74 1&!

@% ! H% " !
8 H#%% | # 5
A%! #
% # oo
* 4 I 21
& SN ) 9 1
#o# #%
I
8 ! L% "%
1 &% 1
% 6 9 &

(#

K$ #




%




>

%




& I’ #
& I’ #
0 .
/0 %
%
/




% %

%

%




$% !

*%*

-0 o3
o
: X
<
) b
- o x
w -
3 <
o
o3
0/0 2 3 &4*







0

0

% %

| %

% %
% ' -




% &




