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Resource: Environmental Humanities 

 

The Request 

In 2012, the founding editors of Environmental Humanities launched the journal with the 

following introduction:  

Welcome to the first volume of this new, international, open-access journal. 

Environmental Humanities aims to support and further a wide range of conversations on 

environmental issues in this time of growing awareness of the ecological and social 

challenges facing all life on earth. The field of environmental humanities is growing 

rapidly, both in research and teaching. In just the past few years, a number of research 

centers and undergraduate and postgraduate programs have emerged at universities all 

around the world: in the USA, the UK, Scandinavia, Taiwan, and Australia, to name just 

a few places. In each area, this broad domain of scholarship is being taken up and 

developed in a distinct way. . . . 

 

The field of environmental humanities continues its rapid growth and development. In order for 

the journal, Environmental Humanities, to grow and develop, Duke University Press and the 

Editors want to plan to increase the journal’s frequency in 2022 from two issues per year to 

three issues per year, plus provide financial support to the journal’s editorial office (e.g., provide 

funds to pay costs for equipment and supplies as well as support a part-time administrative 

assistant or graduate student to help with author and reviewer correspondence, online peer 

review, etc., which would help to lighten the workload of the editors and improve the journal’s 

editorial workflow). 

 

To accomplish this goal, Duke University Press and the Editors have calculated a financial need 

of $30,000 per year, which includes $10,000 allocated to the editorial office annually. We are 

seeking five-year commitments for annual contributions of $500 or $1,000.  

 

Overview 

Launched in 2012, Environmental Humanities is a peer-reviewed, international, bi-annual, open 

access journal. Rapidly establishing itself as the leading publication in the field, the journal 

publishes outstanding interdisciplinary scholarship that draws humanities disciplines into 

conversation with each other, and with the natural and social sciences, around significant 
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environmental issues. Environmental Humanities has a specific focus on publishing the best 

interdisciplinary scholarship; as such, the journal has a particular mandate to: 

 

1. Publish interdisciplinary papers that do not fit comfortably within the established 

environmental subdisciplines, and 

 

2. Publish high-quality submissions from within any of these fields that are accessible 

and seeking to reach a broader readership. 

 

All content pieces, except Commentaries, have at least two external peer reviewers and are 

reviewed by an Associate Editor and both Editors prior to final acceptance. Commentaries are 

reviewed by both Editors. (See the journal’s author submission guidelines for details.) 

 

Articles are published under a Creative Commons license (BY-NC-ND) and are open 

immediately upon publication. Authors are not charged any fees for the publication and retain 

copyright in their articles. Readers may use the full text of articles as described in the license. 

 

In 2016 Duke University Press (DUP) became the journal’s publisher and owner. 

 

Established in 1926 as a department of Duke University and reporting to the Provost Office, 

DUP is a full service, not-for-profit academic publisher. DUP supports scholars in doing what 

they are passionate about: learning, teaching, and effecting positive change in the world.  

 

As mandated by Duke University, DUP operates on a net zero basis, and in years where there 

is a publishing surplus, the surplus is set aside in reserves to use in later years as funds for 

investments or to use in instances where DUP has a net deficit for the year. 

 

DUP has established itself as a bold and ambitious publisher that continues to thrive in a rapidly 

changing ecosystem: finding, curating, enriching, and disseminating scholarship that is vital to 

readers working at the forefront of their fields in the humanities, social sciences, and 

mathematics. Its journals and books are recognized for their quality, topical importance, and 

expert design. DUP is a leader in technology and innovation among scholarly presses, 

maintaining multiple digital platforms that deliver content around the world.  

https://read.dukeupress.edu/environmental-humanities/pages/Submission_Guidelines
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In 2021 DUP will publish five platinum open access journals. 

 

Environmental Humanities has been partially funded from 2016 through 2020 by a collaborative 

partnership of environmental humanities programs at Concordia University, Canada; University 

of Sydney, Australia; University of California, Los Angeles, USA; KTH Royal Institute of 

Technology, Sweden; and the University of New South Wales, Australia. Each institution 

committed $5,000 per year over a five-year period. 

 

The Funding Request for Resource 

Beginning with the publication of the 2022 volume of the journal, DUP and the Editors of 

Environmental Humanities are seeking a total of $30,000 per year to support the journal’s 

expansion to publishing three issues per year, and to provide financial support to the journal’s 

editorial office (e.g., provide funds to pay costs for equipment and supplies as well as support a 

part-time administrative assistant or graduate student to help with author and reviewer 

correspondence, online peer review, etc., which would help to lighten the workload of the editors 

and improve the journal’s editorial workflow). 

 

Five-year commitments are being sought for annual contributions of $500 or $1,000. We are 

requesting that these commitments are confirmed to LYRASIS by June 30, 2021. 

 

Impact of Resource 

Environmental Humanities central mission is to engage with fundamental questions of meaning, 

value and responsibility in a time of cascading environmental crisis. The journal is an inter-

disciplinary space, and as such seeks an expansive, inclusive readership. The Editors’ goal is to 

broaden the geography of the journal’s authorial voices, readership, and empirical foci. While 

maintaining the highest standards of peer review, they regularly work with authors from under-

represented regions. This involves: treating such submissions generously, with 

acknowledgement that not all authors have the support of tenured academic positions; helping 

the author through revisions; input from the editorial team after peer review to ensure the article 

meets journal standards. In their editorial in Volume 13, Number 1 (2021), the editors—Dolly 

Jørgensen (University of Stavanger, Norway) and Franklin Ginn (University of Bristol, UK)—
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explicitly call on authors to help the journal decolonize the environmental humanities by 

including more voices in the scholarly conversation. 

 

Online usage statistics for the period November 2019 through October 2020 are included in the 

Appendix. Environmental Humanities Indexed/abstracted in the following: Directory of Open 

Access Journals, Emerging Sources Citation Index, International Bibliography of the Social 

Sciences, Scopus, UlrichsWeb, and Web of Science. 

 

In alignment with Duke University’s Office for Institutional Equity, DUP is leading our scholarly 

publishing industry in thinking about diversity, equity, and inclusion—not only in what we 

publish, but also in how we run our organization. Our Task Force for Equity and Inclusion meets 

monthly, hosting training sessions, book studies, and discussions. We actively seek programs 

and training opportunities to increase our awareness and equip ourselves to foster the sort of 

inclusive community that aligns with the mission and values of our Press. We have also made 

strong commitments to hire individuals from underrepresented communities with recruitment 

efforts that ensure a broad and inclusive applicant pool.  

 

Organization and Technical Compliance of Resource 

The Editing and Publishing Agreement established between Duke University Press and the 

Editors states the following regarding editorial independence:  

The Editors shall be responsible for the content of the Journal. This responsibility 

includes setting of editorial policies and procedures; solicitation of articles and all other 

material to be published in the Journal; reviewing of articles submitted for publication in 

the Journal to determine which should be accepted into the Journal . . . . 

 

Environmental Humanities’ central mission is advancing environmental and social justice. The 

journal’s commitment to justice and diversity is expressed in the following ways: 

● A diverse editorial team drawn from five continents (countries including USA, Norway, 

UK, South Africa, Singapore, Australia) and is 60 percent female. In the future the 

editors will seek editorial positions for academics based in South Asia and South 

America, and to broaden the racial diversity of the editorial team.  

● The editorial recruitment process explicitly includes a commitment to diversity. 

Advertisements for editorial positions note that, “We will especially welcome applicants 

who would enhance the journal team’s geographical, cultural and linguistic diversity,” 

https://oie.duke.edu/about-us/mission-and-focus-areas/diversity-equity-and-inclusion
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and that decisions are “based in large part on the skills and experience of the applicants, 

but will also take into account the balance of expertise and diversity on the Editorial 

Team.” 

● Open access: the journal was founded as a free-to-view, free-to-publish, open access 

publication, and will always work to remain so. Authors retain copyright under a creative 

commons license. This expresses the journal’s commitment to the knowledge commons, 

and its opposition to the privatization, commercialization, and enclosure of knowledge. 

● Language: words are the foundation of humanities scholarship; power and responsibility 

come with word choices. The journal’s style guide emphasizes clear and accessible 

writing and the use of inclusive terminologies (such as capitalization of historically 

marginalized groups, for example Indigenous). In the future, the editors will explore the 

possibilities of publishing work in languages other than English. 

 

DUP is committed to providing accessible websites and content to its users regardless of their 

abilities. To that end, DUP commits to providing an online experience that meets or exceeds the 

guidelines set out in the World Wide Web Consortium Web Content Accessibility Guidelines, 

version 2.0. 

 

Our digital platform also conforms with Section 508 of the U.S. Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 

amended.  

 

DUP works with the following partners to ensure digital preservation of its book and journal 

content: 

 

● CLOCKSS (all DUP journals included) 

● LOCKSS (all DUP journals included) 

● Portico (all DUP books and journals included) 

 

Operational and Financial Stability of Resource 

Since 2016, when DUP became the journal’s publisher, Environmental Humanities has 

published two issues per year on schedule and successfully transitioned two teams of co-

editors.  
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As of October 2020, DUP and Environmental Humanities have obtained five-year commitment 

renewals (2021 through 2025) from three of the original five supporting institutions. One of the 

original supporting institutions has renewed for a four-year commitment (2021 through 2024). 

Three new supporting institutions have made differing levels of funding commitments for the 

same five-year period, for a total of seven institutions committing to support the journal’s open 

access publishing. 
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APPENDIX 

Usage Report  

Environmental Humanities  

November 2019–October 2020 

Websites 

Duke University Press maintained and updated its two Environmental Humanities websites on a regular basis in 

2019 and 2020. Those two sites are the Duke University Press Environmental Humanities site 

(www.dukeupress.edu/environmental-humanities) and the Environmental Humanities site for content access 

(read.dukeupress.edu/environmental-humanities). 

Usage Statistics  

The following chart details user activity on the Environmental Humanities content site 

(read.dukeupress.edu/environmental-humanities) from November 2019 through October 2020.  

Month HTML PDFs Total 
Views on  

Mobile 

Nov 2019 2,389 1,000 3,389 62 

Dec 2019 1,873 812 2,685 65 

Jan 2020 1,897 897 2,794 69 

Feb 2020 2,267 1,232 3,499 79 

Mar 2020 1,541 813 2,354 35 

Apr 2020 812 458 1,270 10 

May 2020 815 407 1,222 23 

Jun 2020 1,135 588 1,723 23 

Jul 2020 643 316 959 6 

Aug 2020 794 423 1,217 8 

Sep 2020 1,210 572 1,782 16 

Oct 2020 1,621 878 2,499 30 

Total 16,997 8,396 25,393 426 
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The 10 Most Frequently Read Articles on read.dukeupress.edu 

The table below lists the most frequently read articles on read.dukeupress.edu from November 2019 through 

October 2020. 

Article Views 

Donna Haraway 

Anthropocene, Capitalocene, Plantationocene, Chthulucene: Making Kin 

2015, Volume 6, Issue 1, p. 159 

2,719 

Thom van Dooren, Eben Kirksey, and Ursula Münster 

Multispecies Studies: Cultivating Arts of Attentiveness 

2016, Volume 8, Issue 1, p. 1 

1,068 

Emily O’Gorman, Thom van Dooren, Ursula Münster, Joni Adamson, Christof Mauch, Sverker Sörlin, 

Marco Armiero, Kati Lindström, Donna Houston, José Augusto Pádua, Kate Rigby, Owain Jones, Judy 

Motion, Stephen Muecke, Chia-ju Chang, Shuyuan Lu, Christopher Jones, Lesley Green, Frank Matose, 

Hedley Twidle, Matthew Schneider-Mayerson, Bethany Wiggin, and Dolly Jørgensen 

Teaching the Environmental Humanities: International Perspectives and Practices 

2019, Volume 11, Issue 2, p. 427 

1,029 

Anna Tsing 

Unruly Edges: Mushrooms as Companion Species: For Donna Haraway 

2012, Volume 1, Issue 1, p. 141 

955 

Matthew Schneider-Mayerson 

The Influence of Climate Fiction: An Empirical Survey of Readers 

2018, Volume 10, Issue 2, p. 473 

820 

Alexander R. D. Zahara and Myra J. Hird 

Raven, Dog, Human: Inhuman Colonialism and Unsettling Cosmologies 

2016, Volume 7, Issue 1, p. 169 

522 

Gisli Palsson and Heather Anne Swanson 

Down to Earth: Geosocialities and Geopolitics 

2016, Volume 8, Issue 2, p. 149 

436 

Louise Hornby 

Appropriating the Weather: Olafur Eliasson and Climate Control 

2017, Volume 9, Issue 1, p. 60 

422 

Deborah Bird Rose 

Val Plumwood's Philosophical Animism: Attentive Interactions in the Sentient World 

2013, Volume 3, Issue 1, p. 93 

338 

Michael Richardson 

Climate Trauma, or the Affects of the Catastrophe to Come 

2018, Volume 10, Issue 1, p. 1 

323 
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The 50 Institutions with Greatest Activity on read.dukeupress.edu 

The table below lists the fifty institutions that most frequently accessed articles on read.dukeupress.edu from 

November 2019 through October 2020. 

Institution Views  Institution (continued) Views 

Cambridge University 769  Gothenburg University 155 

University of Oslo 589  University of Queensland 150 

Macquarie University 486  University of Copenhagen 145 

Queen's University 450  Goldsmiths, University of London 144 

Duke University 432  University of Calgary 143 

University College London 431  University of Wisconsin, Madison 141 

Yale University 386  University of Chicago 140 

University of British Columbia 377  University De Montreal 138 

University of Bristol 334  St. Andrews University 138 

State University of New York, Stony Brook 332  Universiteit van Amsterdam 136 

University of Sydney 303  Freie Universität Berlin 135 

New York University 274  University of Exeter 131 

University of New South Wales 266  University of Manchester 127 

University of Edinburgh 259  University of North Carolina, Charlotte 122 

Columbia University 249  University of Melbourne 122 

Australian National University 229  University of California, Davis 119 

Utrecht University 202  Statsbiblioteket Tidsskriftafdelingen 118 

University of Oxford 200  University of Michigan 115 

Temple University 198  Brown University 114 

University of Würzburg 178  James Cook University 110 

University of California, Los Angeles 176  University of Helsinki 109 

University of Auckland 169  University of Tromsø 105 

University of Toronto 159  University of Zurich 105 

University of California, Santa Barbara 157  University of California, Irvine 104 

Monash University 156  Erasmus University Rotterdam 103 

 


