
 
 

 
Digital Herbaria Sites 

 

Australia's Virtual Herbarium (AVH)  
AVH is an online botanical information 
resource accessible via the web. It provides 
immediate access to the wealth of data 
associated with scientific plant specimens in 
each Australian herbarium. Six million 
specimen records, of particular value in 
displaying geographic distribution, are 
enhanced by images, descriptive text and 
identification tools. 

AVH is a collaborative project of the State, 
Commonwealth and Territory herbaria. It is 
being developed under the auspices of the 
Council of Heads of Australian Herbaria 
(CHAH), representing the major Australian 
collections. There are 6 million specimen 
records enhanced by images, descriptive 
text and identification tools. The herbarium includes plants, algae and fungi and provides information about 
ecological preferences and associated species. AVH uses TAPIR and is an international leader in standards 
development and usage (GBIF & TDWG). 

Consortium of California Herbarium 
The Consortium of California Herbaria was developed to serve as a gateway to information from California 
vascular plant specimens that are housed in herbaria throughout the state. The database now (January 2009) 
includes information from about 1.03 million specimens, all searchable through a single interface. Originally 
developed in 2003 around botanical collections from University of California herbaria, the Consortium 
continues to grow as more collections are added. Currently, collections from 16 institutions are accessible 
through this interface. 

Missouri Botanical Garden MBG Digital Catalog  
TROPICOS was originally created for internal research, but has since been made available to the world’s 
scientific community. All of the nomenclatural, bibliographic and specimen data accumulated in MBG’s 
electronic databases during the past 25 years are publicly available here. This system has more than 1 million 
scientific names and 3.5 million specimen records. 

Digital Projects at Missouri Botanical Garden 
“Preserving and Digitizing Plant Images: Linking Plant Images and Databases for Public Access,” Completed 
November 2000.  
The Missouri Botanical Garden has developed an image database application that can be downloaded and 
installed on your computer or web server. This application stores information about each image in your 
collection in an Access database and uses scripts to retrieve and display the information through a web 
browser. The database contains 15 fields which correspond to the Dublin Core Metadata Element Set, Version 
1.1 (see http://purl.org/dc/documents/rec-dces-19990702.htm) and two additional fields describing the 
image's width and height. 

New York Botanical Gardens C.V. Starr Virtual Herbarium 
The C.V. Starr Virtual Herbarium includes New York Botanical Garden specimen data for vascular plants, 
bryophytes, lichens and fungi, type specimen catalogs for vascular plants and fungi.  
There are also many special projects cataloged by geographic areas. The digital herbarium contains 850,000 
specimens.  Currently, 120,000 high resolution specimen images are available, with a goal of digitizing seven 
million plant and fungi specimens. 
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http://www.anbg.gov.au/avh/
http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/consortium/about.html
http://www.tropicos.org/
http://www.mobot.org/MOBOT/Research/imaginglab/welcome.shtml
http://www.mobot.org/mobot/imls/database.asp
http://sciweb.nybg.org/science2/VirtualHerbarium.asp
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Oregon State University Herbarium 
The Oregon Vascular Plant database includes label data for 148,095 Oregon herbarium specimens, (updated 
April 26, 2007).  All Oregon specimens have been entered for 992 of the 994 Oregon genera (99.8  percent). 

OSU Mycological Collection  
The OSU Mycological Collection contains approximately 7,000 lichenized and nonlichenized fungi with an 
average 10 year annual growth of  less than 5 percent. The collection is the only one of its kind in Oregon and 
is an important resource for the Pacific Northwest. The Collection is an active research and public service 
resource that is used by mycologists, lichenologists, plant pathologists and forest ecologists associated with 
universities and state and federal agencies. It is recognized as a global central repository for vesicular-
arbuscular mycorrhizae and contains the world's most complete collection of hypogeous fungi. In addition, the 
OSU Mycological Collection houses the “Survey and Manage fungal and lichen specimens of the Northwest 
Forest Plan,” a critical biodiversity resource of old-growth associated organisms.  

A relational database has been developed for the OSU Mycological Collection. The goal of this effort is to have 
all specimens entered in a database and accessible online in a searchable format. Approximately 50,000 
specimens (two-thirds of the total collection), including more than 1,000 type specimens, are currently entered 
into the database with continued ongoing population of new and existing collections. The database can be 
searched by organismal name, location, habitat or collector and provides complete label information for all 
specimens.  

Peabody Museum, Yale University Herbarium 
Founded in 1864 by Daniel Cady Eaton from his personal library and plant collection, the Yale University 
Herbarium is an internationally recognized repository with holdings of approximately 350,000 specimens from 
throughout the world. There are an estimated 5,000 type specimens. The collection is particularly rich in ferns, 
bryophytes and grasses, plus historically important materials from early botanical collectors. In addition, it was 
the herbarium of record for the flora of southern New England from 1864 until 1955, when that function 
passed to the University of Connecticut at Storrs. 

University of Florida Herbarium 
The University of Florida Herbarium is a unit of the Department of Natural History of the Florida Museum of 
Natural History. The herbarium and the associated paleobotanical collection have combined holdings of 
approximately one-half million specimens. 

The computer databases and image galleries have been developed with a thematic focus. The collections 
catalog includes ca. 40,000 searchable specimens. Digital image sets include the herbarium's type specimens; 
potentially invasive, insectivorous, poisonous and endangered plants of Florida; and the Floristic Inventory of 
Kanapaha Botanical Gardens. 

University of North Carolina: Flora of the Southeastern United States 
This virtual herbarium provides information on the collection records, ecology, geographic distribution and 
taxonomic concepts of the vascular flora of the region. The region includes: Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina and Georgia (the primary flora area); all species known for a secondary flora area consisting of the 
adjoining states of Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, Kentucky, West Virginia, the District of Columbia, 
Maryland and Delaware; and portions of the additional states of New Jersey (southern New Jersey), Louisiana 
(the Florida parishes being those east of the Mississippi River) and Florida (the Panhandle and northeastern 
Florida).  

Utah Valley State College Virtual Herbarium 
The UVU Herbarium is available for searching and online specimen study. The web site includes maps, images, 
nearby accessions and more; it even lists some statistics.  

A description of how Utah Valley State College built their virtual herbarium is included, focusing on why they did 
things and how they came to certain decisions. There is also a description of the written code that drives the 
virtual herbarium.  

 

http://oregonstate.edu/dept/botany/herbarium/db.php
http://ocid.nacse.org/research/herbarium/myco/index.html
http://ocid.nacse.org/research/herbarium/myco/intro.html
http://ocid.nacse.org/research/herbarium/myco/intro.html
http://www.peabody.yale.edu/collections/bot/
http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/herbarium/
http://www.herbarium.unc.edu/seflora/firstviewer.htm
http://herbarium.uvsc.edu/virtual/
http://herbarium.uvsc.edu/methods.shtml
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Virtual Herbarium of the Chicago Region 
A collaboration between Chicago Botanic Gardens, Morton Arboretum and Field Museum (IMLS grant-funded). 
Additional partners include the Chicago Academy of Sciences and Illinois Natural History Survey. The site uses 
a web crawler to update information weekly, and the images are served from single location. Additional 
detailed data is available at partner web sites. They have used standards-based database and imaging and 
have more than 72,000 specimens available. The database was expanded in 2006 to include species 
descriptions and taxonomic coverage to include fungi. 

 

http://www.vplants.org/

